“Student Sunday” June 7, 2009 

Sermon Study Guide

Small Groups at Bel Air Pres

Taking part in a Small Group

Small Groups are six to twelve people who gather at least every other week to Study the Word, Worship the Lord, Care for Each Other, Serve our Neighbors, and Relate as Friends. While this sermon study guide intends to give you some guidance in your study of the Scriptures, we encourage you to think through how your Small Group can actively participate in the other four purposes of a Small Group.

One way to do this is to divide up roles within your group. Maybe one person can write down and email prayer requests to the rest of the group (the “Worship the Lord” point person); another person can contact the Outreach Department to find ways to serve in the city (the “Serve our Neighbors” point person). Talk about these purposes as a group, divide up roles as necessary, and come up with a few goals that you’d like your Small Group to accomplish over this sermon series.

If you aren’t part of a Small Group yet, we encourage you to find one (we’ll help if you’d like!). Check out the list of groups online at www.belairpres.org/smallgroups, or contact us in the office (818-788-4200, chris.greer@belairpres.org). Either way, we hope that you’re able to connect to other people who are interested in making a few new friends and getting into the Bible a bit more.
How this study guide works

The following are different aspects of the study that you will encounter. Keep in mind that a study guide is intended to help give you direction in your study of the Bible. If a question doesn’t seem to resonate with your group, feel free to tweak it or move on to another section as necessary. As your Host prepares and makes changes like this, keep in mind the three key pieces of Bible study: observation (what does it say?), interpretation (what does it mean?), and application (what does it mean to my life?). Make sure that your study time includes each of these pieces.
Before your Small Group time:

Sermon – listen to the sermon for the week either in a worship service or online. The sermon will give you extra background that will help you understand and apply the Scripture as a group. If someone in the group was unable to hear the sermon, it may help to spend a few minutes summarizing the content (don’t go too deep yet, you’ll have a chance to do that after looking at the text together).
Reading for next week – the passage that will be focused on next week. This is also available in the weekly bulletin. It may deepen your conversation if you take some time during the week to read and make observations about the passage. Here is one way of doing that:
	Observations
	Notes

	Time & culture 
	Geography, politics, etc

	Occasion & purpose 
	What the text explicitly says about why it was written, to whom

	Literary genre
	Historical, legal, prophetic, epistolary, narrative, et cetera

	Writer
	Who is it? What is his/her role? Attitudes?

	Recipients
	One person? More? What is their culture? Wealth? Jobs?

	Key players
	Who else is mentioned? What does the text say about them?

	Repeated words/phrases
	What words and phrases are repeated? It might be helpful to look at different translations to identify these words.

	Contrasts/comparisons
	Are any comparisons or contrasts being made? What are they?

	For each paragraph, note:
	

	What’s the point?
	

	Why do I think it’s being said?
	


Within your Small Group time:

Opening Prayer – use this time to orient yourself toward God’s presence.

Praises & Answered Prayers - spend a few minutes sharing. 
Icebreaker - A brief question to get people talking and begin thought around the issue at hand

Background – These sections will appear when the primary Scripture being studied was not considered in the Introduction section.
Text – the primary Scripture to be explored. It may be helpful to read it in a couple different versions.
Dig – questions to help you see what the Scripture says.
Respond – questions to help you apply the Scripture to your lives.
The Five Purposes – space for your group to discuss how it’s pursuing the Five Purposes and to make and record plans to do so.

After your Small Group time:

Weekly Goal Card – at the back of this study guide are cards that you can print out and keep with you during the week to remind you of the weekly goals and Scripture memorization and meditations. 

Goal for the week – a specific action step to help you remember that Small Group time is meant to equip and encourage you throughout the week.

Scripture Memorization – one verse to memorize and meditate on.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
June 7, 2009: Student Infusion Sunday
"Spiritual Commencement Address" 

1 Timothy 4:11-16
Opening Prayer

Begin your time together by asking God to open your eyes to what He is trying to teach you today.

Praises & Answered Prayers

Spend a few minutes sharing. 

Icebreaker

What do you remember most about your youth (middle school through college)?
Background

1 Timothy is an epistle (letter); this one is written by Paul, an apostle of Jesus, to Timothy. This is one of the “pastoral epistles,” entitled such due to the pastoral concern that Paul shows to the health of the church. Timothy is a known follower of Jesus and was a traveling companion of Paul. Many times, Paul referred to Timothy as his son and brother.
Text
Read the following passage out loud: 1 Timothy 4:11-16 (New Revised Standard Version)

Dig
What actions does Paul ask of Timothy?
What qualities does Timothy display?
In verse 12, what example are we supposed to be? Why do you think these are listed as opposed to other things that we are taught in Scripture?
Respond

How do you watch your life and doctrine closely? What can you do to enhance this?
How is watching your life and doctrine closely linked with verse 11?

How does your life and doctrine save yourself? Others?

How would you respond to someone who looks down on you? Practically, what does this look like? What difficulties would this present?

The Five Purposes

· Study the Word: 






· Worship the Lord: 






· Care for Each Other: 






· Serve your Neighbors: 





· Relate as Friends:  






Goal for the week

Reach out to a youth in your life. Send them a graduation card or ask them about their summer plans. If you don’t have a relationship with any youth, send a card to the BAPC youth department.
Scripture Memorization & Meditation

1 Timothy 4:12: Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.
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